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With the Revolutionary War and the birth of the United States, a national flag was needed.  The Continental 
Congress established the first Flag Act on June 14, 1777 which read:  "Resolved, That the flag of the United 
States be made of thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue 
field, representing a new Constellation."  Since then the flag has evolved as our nation has grown.  New stars 
and, for awhile, new stripes were added with each new state.  In 1818, another act set the limit on stripes at 13 
for the original colonies with additional stars to be added for each new state.  So things were settled for awhile 
at least.  But one day in a history class in Lancaster, Ohio a new chapter in Flag History began. 
 
“You know, there are only 48 states!”  Stanley Pratt told Robert Heft in 1958.  Pratt was looking at his student’s 
project – a new US flag with 50 stars.  Robert admitted he knew that, but thought there might soon be 50 
states and he thought we should plan ahead.  He explained that he read about how Alaska had oil in the land 
and many people thought we should protect the area from the Russians.  There was talk of making Alaska the 
next state.  Robert further explained that he had checked things out.  When he looked over the statistics he 
found that Alaskans were 80 percent Democrats and 20 percent Republicans.  He figured that would be a 
hard sell unless the GOP could be balanced out by a state that was not so unfriendly to the party.  Looking out 
on the horizon a little farther to the west, he discovered Hawaii waiting to be invited to our party.  More 
importantly for his project, Hawaii was about 80 percent Republican and 20 per cent Democrat.  So Heft 
figured that 50 states looked like a good bet. 
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So Robert decided to plan ahead and create a little history.  He set to work using drafting tools to cut out two 
more stars with white adhesive mending material.  Then he took his old 48-star flag and cut out the old blue 
field replacing it with a new blue piece of cotton and the new stars. 
 
But after all his thought and planning and designing, his teacher wasn’t impressed – in fact, Mr. Pratt said it 
wasn’t too imaginative!  B-Minus!  Though Heft argued that he deserved a better grade, the teacher held firm.  
Robert continued to press his case.  Finally, Mr. Pratt told his persistent pupil that he would change the grade 
to “A” if Congress accepted it. 
 
So Robert sent the flag off to Columbus to try and get that “A”. “You know, there are only 48 states,” the letter 
from Ohio Governor Michael V. DiSalle said.  However, the Governor’s letter complimented his originality – 
which was more than Mr. Pratt had done. 
 
“You know, there are only 48 states!” Congressman Walter Moeller told his neighbor when Robert gave him 
the flag.  Of course, Robert KNEW that!  But he managed to convince the congressman to take the flag to 
Washington just in case they ever needed a 50 star flag.  The Congressman agreed, and that seemed to be the 
end of it – at least for awhile.  It seemed Robert wasn’t going to get that “A”. 
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In 1959 both Alaska and Hawaii entered the Union and suddenly, Robert’s flag was just what the county 
needed!  Moeller remembered Heft’s flag and took it to the committee that was looking at designs for a new 50 
Star Flag.  Amazingly, the B- high school project flag was chosen for the new design. 
 
By this time, Robert was a draftsman at Babcock and Wilcox in Lancaster when President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower called to give him the news.  Eisenhower invited Robert to the White House, but the young 
draftsman wasn’t sure he could accept.  He told the President he had to check with his boss and put the call on 
hold!  His boss granted permission and told him NOT to leave the President on HOLD! 
 
Heft arrived for the official raising of his flag at the White House on July 4, 1960.  There was a large crowd at 
the flag-raising.  Robert sat between Representative Moeller and President Eisenhower, but Robert was too 
shy to talk to the President.  Moeller encouraged Heft to speak.  Finally, Robert asked, “How do you like your 
job?”  Eisenhower confessed that it was challenging.  The conversation died.  Moeller tried again, “You got 
something on your mind?”  Heft replied, “I’ve got to get back to Lancaster.  I’ve got to get that grade changed!”  
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Eden Valley Enterprises is dedicated to providing unique educational experiences. Our philosophy is that learning and 

doing are fun and our basic tool is theatre. While we specialize in living history presentations, storytelling, and musical trips 

back in time, we are equally adept at other kinds of programs. 

From CANAL SONGS AND STORIES, a fun and informative presentation that features music and stories from the 

Ohio-Erie Canal, to YOU CAN’T PLAY BALL IN A SKIRT!, a look into the life of Alta Weiss who played professional baseball 

on a MEN’s team in the early 1900s, Eden Valley gives your audiences drama that brims with energy, humor, and fantasy and 

features a remarkable cast of characters. 

Most recently EVE and FilmAffects documented the life of “Grandma” Emma Gatewood — first woman to solo thru-

hike the 2,050-mile Appalachian Trail in 1955 at the age of 67 after raising 11 children and surviving domestic abuse.  This 

project included a one-act play, a storytelling program with companion book and DVD, and an Emmy-nominated documentary, 

TRAIL MAGIC: THE GRANDMA GATEWOOD STORY, which was named “Best Local Documentary” at the 2019 Chagrin Film 

Festival. 

Eden Valley has an assortment of programs available for presentation and if these programs don’t meet your needs, 

we’d be happy to put one together one especially for you! “Fifty Stars” is from EVE’s program, YOU’RE A GRAND OLD FLAG – 



8 Robert Heft                                                                            F:\stories\AMSPIRIT\heftr\50starsw.doc  rev03022023 
 

STORIES OF THE AMERICAN SPIRIT.  Currently we are working on a documentary about Victoria Woodhull – the first 

woman to run for president in 1872. 

If you would like to arrange a performance for your group or would like more information about any of Eden Valley 

services, programs and publications, visit our website at www.edenvalleyenterprises.org or e-mail us at 

blheve@edenvalleyenterprises.org.  

 


