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Grandma Gatewood: Ohio’s Legendary Hiker, Excerpt



In 1959, she decided to hike behind a wagon train traveling’ between In(].epenclence, Missouri to Portland, Oregon. Her
plan was to walk along’ the 2,000-mile Oregon Trail to honor the Oregon Centennial. By the time she got to Missouri,
tlloug’l‘l, she found out that the wagon train had left without her.

Emma had a couple of choices. She could turn around and go home — Lut, she wasn’t much of a quitter. Or, she could
start hileing’, and that’s what she did - leaving In(lepen(lence, Missouri on May 4.

It was often hot and Win(ly, so she covered her mouth to make it easier to lzeep Lreathing’ AND to make it more difficult
for those skunks with cameras — her inelegant name for photog’raphers — to take her picture! She hated how people always
wanted her to stop and pose for pictures. If she stoppecl for all of tllem, she cleclarecl, she’d never get to Portland. When
some of them got rude with her about talzing’ a Pl’lOtO, she got rude rig’ht back.

When the hike was almost over, the deputy sheriff of the region offered to carry her umbrella for the rest of the hilze, but
she told him not on his life because she needed it to defend herself from “commoners with cameras.” Finally, after llilzing’
the whole 2 ,000 miles, she found out that she’d reached the end, in Portland on August 7, before the wagon train! Emma
had averag'e(l about 22 miles per (lay — and it was awfully tempting to head back to cheer the wagon train on. Ends up that
she finished the hike a full week before the wagon train crossed the finish line!

By this time, she was really tired of the newspaper reporters and photog’raphers following’ her aroun(l, tired of all the fuss
that goes along’ with l)eing’ a celelarity. One of them actually asked her if this hike was a pul)licity stunt for money!
“Phooey on you’ was about the nicest thing’ she could think of to say to a reporter like that.

She did get into a bit of trouble with a photog’rapher named Robert Hall. She was weary of Wallzing' on the trail, so she sat
down to rest. Who shows up rig’l'lt on the trail? This reporter and a radio man! They talked to Emma for a bit, which was
fine with her, but then one of them aimed his camera at her. She finally had enougll. She hit him on the forehead with



her blue umbrella. Bob’s forehead bled and she just sat there and cried. It took someone offering’ her a ham])urg'er and a
g’lass of cold water for her to calm down. Later Bob was quotecl as saying, “She hits like a mule.”

People apparently forgave her, though, because Governor Hatfield made her an ambassador-at-large of the Oregon
Centennial Celebration and she got the lzeys to the cities of Portland, Medford and Seaside. In her honor, any woman,
ag’e(l 65 or older, who attended Oregon Centennial festivities got in for free. As for her blue umbrella (Which cost $1.50!)
— it became a permanent exhibit at the Portland Historical Museum.
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Oregon Trail Map from 1907; Public Domain Image, Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon_Trail
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This story is an excerpt of Eden Valley's e-book, Grandma Gatewood: Ohio's Legendary Hiker. Emma's story
is the topic of Eden Valley's newest project which includes a storytelling program, one act play and a PBS
Documentary created with FilmAffects and WGTE/PBS. Find complete information Emma and her accomplishments
and this project at http://edenvalleyenterprises.org/progdesc/gatewood/gtwdinf.htm and view our documentary
trailer at http://tinyurl.com/gatewoodtrI3 To purchase a complete copy of the book, visit our website at:
http://edenvalleyenterprises.org/booksoh.html#grandma

Eden Valley Enterprises is dedicated to providing unique educational experiences. Our philosophy is that
learning and doing are fun and our basic tool is theatre. While we specialize in living history programs, storytelling,
and musical trips back in time, we are equally adept at other kinds of programs.

From CANAL SONGS AND STORIES, a fun and informative program that features music and stories from
the Ohio and Erie Canal, to DOCTOR PUTNAM'S MIRACLE MIXTURE, a vivid, high-spirited living history program,
Eden Valley gives your audiences drama that brims with energy, humor, and fantasy and features a magical cast of

For more information about Eden Valley and its programs and publications, e-mail us at
http://edenvalleyenterprises.org/contactgoogle htm or visit our website at www.edenvalleyenterprises.org
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